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“7.3.2 Removal of Mature Trees on the Road
Predicted Changes
The main changes expected are;

Construction Stage

e There are a total of 147 trees on Ameenee Magu. Out of these 92 are
mature trees and 46 are medium size trees that provide shade. The
contractor aims to keep the trees as it is where possible without
uprooting them, however it is likely that most of the mature trees
will need to be removed for the proposed works on the road.

e Anyremoved trees which are in good condition will be relocated to
a park or school as approved by the Proponent. Others will be
discarded.

e Part of the scope of the project involved replanting tress on both

sides of Ameenee Magu. These trees will be scourced from an
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existing nursery in Male’ and some will be brought from India.
Importing trees from other countries may have the potential of
introducing new species/pest or diseases unless carefully monitered

which may consequently impact the entire terrestrial biodiversity.

Sensitive Receptors

e Residents of Greater Male’ Region
e Road users

e Native vegetation

Impact Significance

e Majority (63%) of the plants in Ameenee Magu are mature trees that
provide shade and which add a look of greenery to the urban city of
Male’. Local community, especially the road users put a significant
value on the trees mostly for the aesthetics, these trees provide for
them. Potential removal of large number of mature trees from the
road during construction stage will create a significant uproar
amogst the community and may also evoke the debate on the cost of
development on the environment. Although the scope of the project
involves replanting trees on the road, it has taken a long time for the
existing plants to grow to the current size and it will take a relatively
long time for any new trees planted to grow to the current size.
Hence, the benefit of planting new trees may not cover the loss of
the existing mature instantly. Hence, this is considered to be a

significant impact of this project.

e Potential introduction of pest/new species/diseases during the import of
trees and fertilizers from abroad can have a negative impact on the

native biodiversity. Hence, this is a signiﬁcanf impact as well.

Mitigation Measures

The recommended mitigation measures are as follows:
1) Implement a Revegatation Management Plan including the
following aspects;
a. Trees will not be uprooted unless necessary
b. The contractor shall assign suitable experienced and

qualified personnel to supervise the removal of
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vegetation and ensure the vegetation removal is
carried out in a way that minimizes damage.

c. Contractor shall be responsible for keeping records and
photographic evidence of how many trees were
removed, how the removed trees were dealt with (eg:
were they transplanted, where they were taken) and
the survival rate of the tree.

d. Trees shall be dug at least 3 foot wide of the trunk

e. The root system should be watered to keep in wet and
cemented before digging.

f.  The roots should be kept wet during transportation.

g. Where possible, leave the trees after cutting down for
few hours before transporting.

h. Vegetation clearing work should be carried out in the
daytime.

i.  During streetscaping, preference will be given the
following types of trees. |

- Trees with non-invasive roots
- Trees that does not have fragile
branches
- Does not have high irrigation demands
- Low maintenance trees
- Resilient trees
- Trees which can provide sufficient
shade with large canopy cover
- Trees with high dust scavenging capacity.
j- Establish a mechanism to monitor and test the imported
trees for any new species/pest

k. Use locally available fertilisers that are approved by
Ministry of Fisheries, Marine Resources and Agriculture
or ensure any new fertilisers imported/used are verified

and approved by the Ministry.

Residual Impacts

Residual impacts are expected to be moderate.™?

-144-142 ~ 5 EIA for the proposed streetscaping of Ameenee Magu, Male’ City
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“Although there are no protected trees at Ameenee Magu there are
several trees on the road providing shade for road users.
Trees which cannot be kept during the road development process shall

be removed and replanted at parks and schools within Male’ City. RDC

shall also plant trees in pits on the newly developed road.”*
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